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I was super proud to hear that Afford wanted to 
develop a reconciliation action plan and knew  
that I wanted to be a part of it. Respectfully building 
on relationships and understanding of Aboriginal  
and Torres Strait �,�V�O�D�Q�G�H�U��people across our 
communities and the wider community is something 
that I am very passionate about and I look forward to 
making a difference.

�.�\�P���0�D�¿��– Director, Service Delivery, NSW West

I joined the RAP WG as I’ve been doing volunteer  
work once a year for a month in the Northern Territory 
for the last couple of years. As I have learnt the culture 
and nature of different MO�%S and CAMPS I’ve bonded 
with many of them in respect and empathy for each 
individuals old and young even with infants. I’ve grown 
to love and appreciate the Land and the people of 
Australia in giving back to the community when  
it’s needed. 

Eseta Latu – �6�X�S�S�R�U�W���:�R�U�N�H�U����Logan, QLD

I have a passion that has always given me the drive to 
be a part of the support and community that is our 
First Nations people, I have spent my life within a 
culture I truly believe in, and want to continue to help 
in any way I can.

Rebecca Fisher – �6�X�S�S�R�U�W���:�R�U�N�H�U�� Beenleigh, QLD

It doesn’t matter who you are, where you live, how 
old you are, or the colour of your skin - everyone 
should have the same human rights and be treated with 
dignity and respect. Australia is known to be the 
“lucky country” but I think in some ways it’s far from the 
truth.  We have a long way to go to educate society and 
breakdown barriers so we stand united as a 
community. As a member of the RAP Working Group I 
have the opportunity to honour Australia’s history and 
help build a brighter future for all. 

Maria Benton – Head of Brand and Marketing

While our team is comprised of wonderful individuals 
from varying and different backgrounds, we all 
share a common goal: to create and foster a culture 
of understanding and respect within Afford. I have 
gained a deeper understanding of the importance of 
reconciliation and the role I could play within it. Joining 
has been a rewarding experience, allowing me to 
contribute to a meaningful cause and assist in building 
bridges of reconciliation towards a great initiative.

James Stokes – Support Worker, �3�H�Q�U�L�W�K��NSW

Having come from Africa and called Australia home 
for some years, this country has given me beautiful 
opportunities of meeting lovely people and working 
with people that give life meaning in general.

I want to be part of a journey that fosters 
understanding, unity, and collaboration between 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous communities in 
Australia, I believe that joining the RAP Working 
Group provides a meaningful opportunity for me to 
contribute to the ongoing journey of reconciliation, 
acknowledging the rich cultural heritage of the 
First Nations people and actively participating in 
building  a society that is not just inclusive but 
resonates with harmony, a society that encompasses 
�D�Q�G���F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�H�V���W�K�H���G�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���W�K�D�W���G�H�¿�Q�H�V���X�V���D�O�O��

Sandra Okeke – Regional Lead, SA and VIC

I joined the RAP Working Group because I believe 
in positive change. Reconciliation to me is focussing 
on building better relationships, showing respect, 
and creating opportunities for Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people. By being a part of this effort, 
I hope to contribute to a more inclusive workplace 
where everyone feels valued and respected. 

Together, we can learn from each other’s 
diverse experiences and work towards a more 
united and understanding environment.

Mariska T ribelhorn - Client Services Manager 

I am so proud to be a part of Afford’s RAP journey. 
Supporting Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people to have a voice and live a life of acceptance 
and cultural understanding has always been 
something I have been strongly passionate about. 
Throughout my studies and career in the health and 
disability industry, I have delved into the disparities 
of health and wellbeing for Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people and have never stopped 
advocating for change. Reconciliation at Afford means 
I can contribute to moving towards ensuring our 
organisation is equitable, which means one step closer 
�W�R���E�H�F�R�P�L�Q�J���D�Q���H�T�X�L�W�D�E�O�H���$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D���Z�K�H�U�H���R�X�U���¿�U�V�W��
nations people can heal and be united.

Rani Ghosh – Learning & Development 
Business Partner

I am indigenous. At times during my life I was treated 
in ways that were wrong but if you ask me I was lucky. 
My history and culture was not allowed to be talked 
about I was often told it was all lies and made up. At 
times I was told and also learnt that if I identify it can 
lead to discrimination judgment and mistreatment. I 
am part of this as it’s a way for us to accept what 
happened and move forward. It helps us to learn and 
educate others about our history and culture. It helps 
us to talk about issues we have faced, issues we still 
face and to try make it better, make a difference and 
do our part towards reconciliation.

Kirsty Dean �±���6�X�S�S�R�U�W���:�R�U�N�H�U����Noble Park, VIC

Fairness, equity and social justice are key drivers for 
me. Over the course of my career in human services 
I have seen the impacts of inequitable and unfair 
systems for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples. And I have also seen that through genuine 
commitment to reconciliation, change is possible. I am 
so looking forward to being part of Afford’s reconciliation 
journey and making our contribution towards a 
reconciled Australia.

Leith Sterling – Executive Director, Consumer 
Experience and Safeguarding
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